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Study of Religion explores Indigenous Australian and 
world religions through a rich, enquiry-based study.  
Study of Religion is the subject of choice for those 
students who, not only want to better understand 
the world around them, but who also desire to 
ultimately pursue university-based study.  

Curriculum Overview

Beginning with Year 11 in 2019, Northpine Christian College will be offering the new Study of 

Religion ATAR-approved course.  This enquiry-based study, explores ethics and world religions using a 

demanding and challenging methodology designed to further develop research and enquiry skills.  The 

course particularly focuses on developing the academic skills, needed to accurately analyse and more 

deeply understand and appreciate belief systems.  During these studies students develop hypotheses 

and research skills useful for a broad range of analyses—including those outside the immediate 

discipline. 

The Christian appreciation for others operating in a focused academic environement promotes the 

sharing of values, perspectives and insights.  Northpine’s investigations include, Judaism, Christianity, 

Islam, Hinduism and Islam, along with Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander spiritualities.

Year 12 in 2019 will see our final class complete the Overall Position (OP) Study of Religion course.  

Students in this class will begin the year with an ethnographically-focused investigation of religious 

ritual in Australian culture, followed by a focused study of Jesus in sacred text, exploring his impact on 

culture and ethics.  Another ethnographic assessment investigates the impact of religion on bio ethics.  

The course concludes with two considerations of ultimate questions--the first of an ethical nature, 

while the second explores religious responses to themes such as the problem of pain.



When a student completes the two-year Study 
of Religion course, all assessments in Year 11 are 
formative.  This means that results generated in Year 
11 have no direct impact on their final exit grade.  
This allows the student to focus on developing the 
skills required to achieve well in Year 12.  It also 
provides freedom from much of the stress associated 
with the learning at this phase in their journey. 

The academic skills learned in Study of Religion 
include hypothesis generation, producing pertinent 
research questions, deep level analysis and 
evaluation of ideas and sources.  Learning all these 
skills and more in Year 11, means the learning 
curve—particularly early on in the year—is rather 
steep for some, but it also means the intensity of 
learning new skills in Year 12 is reduced.  

But these skills are not exclusive to Study of Religion; 
indeed they are useful for a large number of 
academic persuits. A committed engagement with 
the learning, therefore, develops skills that will bring 
benefit to the study of other subjects, as well as to 
university education and life-long learning.

The course begins with a focused investigation of 
the sacred texts of the world religions and those of 
indigenous Australians.  In the second semester, the 
focus moves to the study of religious ritual—both life 
rituals, such as baptisms, bar mitsvahs and weddings; 
and calandrical rituals such as the Buddha Birth Day 
Festival, Yom Kippur and Christmas.  

Should a student leave the subject with a passing 
grade prior to its completion in Year 12, pro-rata 
credit still can be awarded towards their Queensland 
Certificate of Education.

Building on the solid preparation of Year 11, students 
begin Year 12 preparing a multi-modal presentation 
exploring how Australians adapt rituals to better align 
with our secular Australian culture.

This is followed by a study of First-Century Judaism 
in the light of the life and teachings of Jesus. While 
we particularly focus on the New Testament book 
of Matthew, this study leads students  to explore 
a number of other Old and New Testament books.  
The unit explores Jesus’ life and  work in a highly 
engaging study that impacts our appreciation of His 
relevance in contemporary Australia.

A research paper in Term 3 explores ethical issues-
-many of these bioethical—attempting to mediate 
ethical solutions between society in general and 
world religions. 

Late in Term 3, Year 12 engage in a film study.  This 
takes the students on an ethical exploration of 
issues surrounding faith sharing.  At the same time 
it provides a creative merge into the Big Questions 
Unit, where the inquiry deeply explores the concepts 
of salvation, success and ultimate purpose. 

The final assessement powerfully returns to once 
again focus on the changing perspectives of God, 
exploring the origins of our Universe, planet Earth 
and life as we know it .  These tasks are explored with 
a clear biblical emphasis that neatly concludes our 
year with an unambiguously Christian focus.

For well over a decade Northpine has enabled 
students to perform at the highest levels of 
excellence, with a significant number obtaining Very 
High Achievement results in the subject.
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Career Opportunities
A course of study in Study of Religion can establish a basis for 
further education and employment in any field, as it helps 
students develop the skills and personal attributes necessary for 
engaging efficiently, effectively and positively in future life roles.

Enquiries
For more information contact:
Northpine Christian College
29 Hughes Road East, Dakabin QLD 4503
Telephone: +61 7 3204 6511 Fax: +61 7 3886 1405
Email: office@northpine.qld.edu.au  Website:www.northpine.qld.edu.au
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