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Study of Religion explores Indigenous Australian and 
world religions through a rich, enquiry-based study.  
Study of Religion is the subject of choice for those 
students who, not only want to better understand 
the world around them, but who also desire to 
ultimately pursue university-based study.

Curriculum Overview
Beginning with Year 11 in 2019, Northpine Christian College began offering the new Study of 
Religion Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)-approved course. This subject investigates 
religious traditions and how they have influenced and continue to influence people’s lives. 

This enquiry-based study, explores world religions and religious ethics using a demanding and 
challenging methodology designed to further develop research and enquiry skills. 

The course particularly focuses on developing the academic skills, needed to accurately analyse 
and more deeply understand and appreciate belief systems and their impact on society. 

During these studies students develop hypotheses and research skills useful for a broad range of 
analyses—including those outside of the immediate discipline. 

The Christian appreciation for others operating in a focused academic environement promotes 
the sharing of values, perspectives and insights. Northpine’s investigations include, Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Islam, along with Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander spiritualities.



When a student completes the two-year Study 
of Religion course, all assessments in Year 11 are 
formative.  This means that results generated in Year 
11 have no direct impact on their final exit grade.  This 
allows the student to focus on developing the skills 
required to achieve well in Year 12.  

Having said that, students cannot “just cruise,” as a 
pass in each semester directly contributes to their 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).

The academic skills learned in Study of Religion include 
hypothesis generation, producing pertinent research 
questions, deep level analysis and evaluation of ideas 
and sources.  Learning all these skills and more in Year 
11, means the learning curve—particularly early on in 
the year—is rather steep for some, but it also means 
the intensity of learning new skills in Year 12 is reduced.

But these skills are not exclusive to Study of Religion; 
indeed they are useful for a large number of academic 
pursuits. A committed engagement with the learning, 
therefore, develops skills that will bring benefit to 
the study of other subjects, as well as to university 
education and life-long learning.

The course begins with a focused investigation of 
the sacred texts of the world religions and those of 
indigenous Australians.

Part 2 of the sacred text unit takes us on a study 
of First-Century Judaism in the light of the life and 
teachings of Jesus. While we particularly focus on 
the New Testament book of Matthew, this study 
leads students  to explore a number of other Old and 
New Testament books.  The unit explores Jesus’ life 
and  work in a highly engaging study that impacts 
our appreciation of His relevance in contemporary 
Australia.

In the second semester, the focus moves to the study 
of religious ritual—both life rituals, such as baptisms, 
bar mitsvahs and weddings; and calandrical rituals 
such as the Buddha Birth Day Festival, Yom Kippur and 
Christmas.

Building on the solid preparation of Year 11, students 
begin Year 12 studying Religious Ethics, the first 
assessment being an extended response exam focusing 
upon social ethics. This is followed by an Investigation 
enquiry response (essay) where the focus shifts to 
ethical relationships.  

The final unit of our study of religion, shifts our focus 
to Religion, Rights and the Nation State. Here student 
pursue another investigation enquiry response/
research paper focusing their attention on religion and 
the nation-state.

The course concludes with an externally set and 
marked exam considering religion and human rights.

For well over a decade Northpine has enabled students 
to perform at the highest levels of excellence, with 
consistently—year after year—a significant number 
obtaining outstanding results in Study of Religion.
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Career Opportunities
A course of study in Study of Religion can establish a basis for 
further education and employment in any field, as it helps 
students develop the skills and personal attributes necessary for 
engaging efficiently, effectively and positively in future life roles.

Enquiries
For more information contact:
Northpine Christian College
29 Hughes Road East, Dakabin QLD 4503
Telephone: +61 7 3204 6511 Fax: +61 7 3886 1405
Email: office@northpine.qld.edu.au  Website:www.northpine.qld.edu.au
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