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Morcombes and AFP embark on child safety tour

National
effort to
protect

children
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signed Lo warn of the dangersof ThinkUKnow, and the in-

sexting and online child exploi-
tation is being expanded to in-
clude children as young as eight,

The Australian Federal
Police “ThinkUKnow" pro-
gram'educates parents, carers,
teachers and students about
cyber safety, including the
dangers of sexling,

Juslice Minister Michael
Keenan told Parliament yes-
terday that last year the AFP
received more than 11,000
reports of online child exploi-
tation.

“Predators can be very clev-
er at exploiting young people
online so it is vital and import-

creased risk of younger people
being exploiled online, the
Government has expanded the
partnership to begin educating
children, unfortunately from
as young as eight,” Mr Keenan
said,

He said the AFP is working
to expand the program to indi-
genous and culturally diverse
communities and Australians
witha disability.

In Queensland, 132 volun-
teers are helping to deliver the
ThinkUKnow program across
the state. Over the next fort-
night, it will be delivered as
part of the AFP and Daniel
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Qld Government forum tackling
theissue of sexting.

We're looking for people to
take part as members of the
audience, The forumwill be

Library of Queensland
from6pm. The panel will
feature Education Minister Kate
Jones, Argos chief John Rou
and Queensland Children's

¥

. SCHOOL CULTURE: Luke Crowley, Chloe Ryan-Uhlich, and Matilda Knight, all 15, were
schooled in appropriate standards when they joined QACI, Picture: Claudia Baxter

and will be moderated by
Frances Whiting.
Toattend, register at

Places are limited.

BOOTCAMP BUILDS BONDS OF
TRUST BETWEEN STUDENTS

LAUREN MARTYN-JONES

THE first thing Year 10 stu-
dents do when they start at
the Queensland Academies —
Creative Industries campus is
head off to a three-day camp
to learn about the importance
of respectful relationships.

With 14 and I5 year olds
moving into the selective sen-
ior high school from other
schools across the state, the
getaway is essential to quickly
familiarise students with the
school's culture and the stan-
dards ol behaviour they are ex-
pected to demonstrate lowards
each other.

Following the camp, the
high school students are sat
down for a technological in-
duction, where standards of
appropriate online behaviour
are also reinforced.

QACI  principal  Gavin
Bryce said the intensive in-
itiation process enabled the
school to address issues such as

irself online t
dow' looks fike

What can

sexting and cyber-bullying be-
fore they became a problem in
the schoal.

“Technology is really im-
portant for us. We have
theatre, film and visual arts
students, so having an under-
standing of what is appropriate
and what is not appropriate is
very important,” he said. _

yourg people do

stop specific page

AITis are covere
when notinuse.
i youneed support, talk to
meone you trust or seek help.
Iphine is a great resource.
Let your friends knowif your
account has been hacked

Mr Bryce said the schoc
culture was prioritised befor
learning occurred and thai
helped to positively shape the
behaviour of students from
their first day of school,

“I'was previously a principal
in a large state school and [
wish I had done some of this
there,” he said.
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tour to educate kids
and parents about the
dangers of sexting.
Picture: Lachie Millard

how we will go about minimis-
ing them and to educate peo-
ple also about where to report
problems,” Mr Keenan said.

A partnership between the
AFP, state and territory police
and corporaltions including the
Commonwealth Bank and
Microsoft, the ThinkUKnow
program has been delivered to
more than 150,000 students in

Em————

A spokesman for the AFP
said stopping online child ex-
ploitation was a whole-of-com-
munity issue, which started
with education to protect and
empower young people.

The AFP said if anyone who
was a victim or believed their
child to be a victim, should talk
to local police or call Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.



